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THE OUTLOOK 

What Can RC 12 Do For Me? 
     Recently, my 93-year-old aunt, who looks and acts like she is 70, 
awakened on a Sunday morning and found that she could not move her 
legs.  An ambulance was called, and she was rushed to a local hospital. 
When I arrived several hours later and asked what was wrong, I was 
informed that there still was no diagnosis and that numerous tests were 
being done. My second question was, “Has she been admitted, or is she 
under observation status?”  I found that it was difficult to find someone 

who could give me a definitive answer to this question.   
On Tuesday morning, we were informed that the diagnosis was stenosis of the spine, 

that my aunt was an in-patient, and that the best place for her to be was in a skilled nursing 
or rehab center. My cousin (her son) has spent his entire adult working life in the insurance 
agency.  Therefore, I tried to tactfully ask him if he was aware that my aunt needed to stay 
three nights in the hospital in order for Medicare Part A to cover her expenses.  My cousin 
told me that although he had worked in insurance, it wasn’t “that kind of insurance” and 
that he was unaware of these things. Fortunately, my aunt’s medical condition required her 
to be hospitalized for a couple more days as a physical therapist needed to do an evalua-
tion, and a neurosurgeon needed to be involved. My aunt was then transferred to a skilled 
nursing home for a couple of weeks followed by a rehabilitation center for another six 
weeks.  She has now been released to her home shortly before the end of the 60 day benefit 
period.  

Where did I learn this information about Medicare?    When this emergency and 
stressful situation arose, it was comforting to know that because of RC 12, I did have back-
ground knowledge and information. 

RC 12 Resolution Concerning Medicare  —The Board of Directors of RC 12 has 
submitted a resolution entitled “Patient Rights: When You’re In the Hospital, Ask if 
You’ve been Admitted (Improving Access to Medicare Coverage Act of 2011). Basically, 
it addresses the problem of “Observation Status” vs. “Inpatient Status” and seeks legisla-
tion that would reduce or eliminate the 3-day inpatient hospital requirement.   

Federal Budget Negotiations — Edward F. Coyle, Executive Director of the Alliance 
for Retired Americans, commented, “Conservatives in Congress now want the middle 
class and the poor to pay for all additional deficit reduction, by cutting Social Security benefits, Medicare, and Medicaid while refusing to raise 
one dollar by closing tax loopholes and tax breaks for millionaires and big corporations.  We must remain vigilant.” 

Remember:  Social Security is under attack even though it has nothing to do with the budget or the deficit.  The need to be politically active 
in this continuing battle to eliminate Social Security has existed ever since Social Security was created in the 1930’s. 

Fix the Debt is a group of business executives and onetime legislators who advocate reining in the federal deficit. Close to half the members 
of Fix the Debt’s board and steering committee have ties to companies that have engaged in lobbying on taxes and spending, often to preserve 
tax breaks and other special treatment. Recently, Fix the Debt started a new national advertising campaign calling on President Obama and  
Congress to revise the tax code and reduce long-term spending on Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid. 

  What Else Can RC 12 Do For You and Me?  Ilana Raskind, from the Medicare Rights Center in New York City, will be traveling to the 
Crystal Palace in Cobleskill on Wednesday, March 13, 2013, for our next RC 12 general meeting. Ilana Raskind is the Help Line and Volunteer 
Coordinator at the Medicare Rights Center.  She has counseled and presented to hundreds of beneficiaries and professionals throughout New 
York City and New York State on various Medicare topics.  She holds an M.Sc. in International Development from the London School of     
Economics. 

  I had the opportunity to hear Ms. Raskind speak at a meeting in Albany in October.  She is a vibrant and energetic presenter who    explains 
things clearly and concisely. She will provide us with an overview as well as an update on Medicare. Her presentation will include a question 
and answer period. During lunch, Ilana has agreed to also answer questions if anyone wishes to talk privately with her. 

  The Crystal Palace is a newly opened restaurant very near Howe Caverns, and we have heard rave reviews about the food and the facility. 
Please consider attending.  This type of information can be invaluable, as I learned, when a loved one, a friend, or you yourself have a medical 
issue. 

Retiree Council 12 Contribution Form   July 1, 2012   -  June 30 2013 
Name ____________________________________________ County___________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________City ________________________ Year Retired__________   
 
State _______ Zip_________ Phone___________________Email____________________________________ 
 
Original Union Local _____________________         You may share my email with AFT   __________                 
 
My Assemblyman ______________ My NY State Senator ____________ My US Representative_______________ 
 
I would be willing to work for my fellow retirees in the area of:   ___ Legislation  __Social Committee  __ Newsletter            
   $15.00 yearly contribution requested send to John Mazur, 176 West Bush Rd, Gloversville, NY 12078   518-773-7180      

Make check payable to NYSUT Retiree Council  12 

The Outlook 
 Published by Retiree Council 12 NYSUT, 

NEA, AFT, AFL-CIO 
 

Co-Pres. Jeanne W. Bennett (315) 895-7063  
Co-Pres. Sandra Bliss           (315) 725-0706 
1st VP   David Sammons     (518)661-5637   
Co-2nd VP  S. David King    (518) 725-0848     
Co-2nd VP Mary Pritchard    (518) 374-0607   
Sec.  Carolyn Darkangelo    (518) 883-7440  
Treasurer  John Mazur         (518)773-7180  
Immediate Past President   
Karen Wojcik-Hess   (518) 899-7592 
Past Presidents:   Judy Schultz                                  
Don Griffith   Bill Schultz   Jim Marquit   
Directors ( as of July 1, 2011) 
Montgomery  
Alex Boschi                           
Otsego and Schoharie  
Joseph F Bernocco & Margaret Dafeldecker  
Schenectady  
Vicki McGowen           
Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer  
Don Harris  
 
Newsletter Staff :   We need volunteers! 
Webmaster - Carolyn Darkangelo   
Darkangelo @nycap.rr.com  
 

NYSUT Retiree Services Consultant:           
Jennifer Shaad-Derby   

  
(518) 783-7977  jderby@nysutmail.org 

From the President’s Desk…Jeanne W. Bennett 
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Adach, Richard 

Adler, Virginia L. 

Ahola, Nancy 

Akland, Carolyn 

Albanese, Jacqueline  

Aldi, Barbara 

Alexander, Albert *** 

Alves, Beverly* 

Ameduri, Karen 

Anderson, Clayton 

Andrews, Beverly H.  

Andrews, Carol*** 

Angione, Christine M. 

Armstrong, Carolyn 

Armstrong, Mary Louise 

Ashe, Ken 

Atwell, Patricia 

Barney, Patricia* 

Bates, Karla*** 

Baumler, Joan 

Bellinger, Penny 

Bennett, Jeanne 

Berger, Debbie 

Bergin, Joan* 

Bergin, Michael 

Bianchi, Vincent 

Biviano, Janet Z. 

Blinsinger, Robert  

Boardway, Marny 

Bond, Emil** 

Borom, Maxine H. 

Boschi, Alexander 

Boschi, Phoebe 

Bournazian, David 

Brady, Grace "Kay" 

Brookins, Carol* 

Brookins, Craig* 

Brown, Delores 

Brown, Robert M.*** 

Brownell, Karen 

Buck, Richard 

Buddle, Bev 

Burdick, Charles 

Burnet, Marie 

Burns, Marguerite 

Burton, Anne J. 

Camillo, Joan 

Cangiano, Joan** 

Carey, Ed 

Carron, Rosalind 

Cascio, Carol 

Castle, Theodosia 

Cauffman, Susan 

Cavallaro, Donna 

Chadwick, Vincent 

Chakas, Dennis 

Chambers, Eileen R. 

Chambers, Frederick M. 

Chastaine, Lyle 

Childs, Thelma 

Ciervo, Michele 

Clapper, Joan 

Clayman, Winni 

Clo, Norm 

Coffenberg, John 

Coffenberg, Norma 

Coluni, Robert * 

Compoli, Sara 

Conti, Elaine** 

Conway, Barbara 

Conway, Francis 

Cooper, Nancy D. 

Corsini, Delores 

Coslick, Ronald 

Cristy, Josephine 

Crosby, Bert* 

Cross, Linda 

Cross, R. Robert, Jr. 

Crossley, Anna E. 

Crossman, Nettie S.** 

Cufari, Cheryl 

Cunningham, Constance* 

Curley, Dorothy M. 

Dafeldecker, Margaret 

Dannenberg,Katharine* 

Dargush, Holly 

Darkangelo, Carolyn** 

Dashew, Elaine 

Davis, Lois M. 

DeJohn-Tolar, Margaret* 

DeLilli, Chas** 

DeLilli, Sue** 

Dell Aquila, Holly 

Delong, Gwynneth 

Del Sette, Elio* 

Denisoff, Gail 

Devine, Ellen 

DiCaprio, Elizabeth A. 

DiTata, Angelo* 

Domblewski, Roberta 

Douglas, Anne 

Dowitsch, Robert* 

Dufresne, Ann Marie 

Dufresne, Maria* 

Dufresne, Paul* 

Dugan, Sieglinde 

Dunbar, Rodney L. 

Dustin, Lynne 

Dylong, Robert W.* 

Eastman, Frances 

Edwards, Carol 

Eigabroadt, William H. 

Elcott, Ross E. 

Elia, Lewis M. 

Ethington, Brian 

Ethington, Susan 

Ewing, Bette* 

Fain, Robert******* 

Fairman, Audrey 

Farhart, Sharon 

Farrell, Ruth S.* 

Fasdoldt, Winona 

Feig, Caryn 

Ferrari, Mary Ann* 

Fischer, Carol L. 

Fisher, Robert 

Flanagan, Cindy 

Fletcher, Lorraine 

Foster, Jacqueline 

Foster, Richard 

Foster, Thomas 

Fredericks,Mary Jane 

Frisbie, Gerald ** 

Galeazza, Patricia 

Gallagher, Joan T. 

Gardella, jennifer 

Garfinkel, Miles 

Garling, Grace P. 

Gary, Mitchell K. 

Gawlas, Maryann 

Gendron, Donna M. 

Gentile, Marjie 

George, John 

George, Paulette 

Giambona, Geraldine* 

Goldman, Mary*** 

Gordon, Deborah 

Gordon, Jean* 

Gosda, Patricia 

Grassfield, Mary 

Greco, Victor* 

Greene, Edward J. 

Greenfogel, Claire 

Gridley, Lorraine 

Guarnier, Kathyleen ******* 

Guernier, Monica** 

Halsted, Nancy 

Hamilton, Barbara 

Harris, Don 

Hartnett, Margaret* 

Hartz, Randee* 

Healy, Virginia A. 

Helt, Adele** 

Herb, Myrna 

Herrington, Joan 

Hewitt, Patricia** 

Hillers, Grace E. 

Hinton, Susan 

Hoilk, Claudia 

Holdorf, John F. 

Hoose, Carol 

Hotopp, Marian 
Howard, John W. 

Howland, Susan 

Ida, Arlene* 

Ives, Ralph 

Janicki, Jody 

Jenne, Patricia* 

Jennings, Jane* 

Johnson-Maas,Sondra 

Kaiser, Don**** 

Kavanagh, Mary E.  

Keenan, Mary Lou 

Kelly, Katheleen G. 

Kerchner,Frances* 

Kerr, Bonnie 

Kierpiec, Dianne 

King, Anne W. 

King, Dave 

King, Helen A. 

Kingsbury, Apryll 

Klug, Marcia* 

Klug, Robert* 

Kolodziej, Joan 

Kos, Marilyn 

Kozlowski, Frank 

Kravis, Sharon 

Krawecki, Katherine 

Krawczeski, Nancy 

Kroder, Bob* 

Kroder, Mary Jane* 

Lachanski, Marian 

LaFever, Charlene 

Laird, Audrey***** 

Laliberte, Laurence 

Lamb, Frank H. Jr. 

Landrio, Don 

LaPlante, Karen C. 

Larter, Carol F. 

Lasak, Robert J. 

Leader, Barbara 

Lentini, Adrienne 

Leonard, Alice** 

Ligerro, Jeri 

Lindsay, Joan E. 

Loggins, Harold J. 

Loucks, Judy** 

Lyman, Kathlene* 

Malanoski, H.J.**** 

Marocco, Michele 

Marquit, Annemarie 

Marquit, Jim 

Martin, Deborah R. 

Martin, Julie* 

Martin, Marilyn* 

Masala, Ann 

Mason, Carol 

Mason, Janice 

Matteson, Jeannette* 

Mattice, Christine 

Matis, Sue 

Mauger, Phyllis* 

Maxwell, Deborah D. 

Maxwell, Kristine 

Mayer, Juliane 

Mazur, Ginni 

Mazur, John 

McCluskey, Donyce 

McCluskey, Kenneth 

McEvoy,D.Antoinette 

McGowan, Vickie 

McLean,Rose Marie* 

McMillian, William S. 

Meyer, Theodora C. 

Michalski, Patricia 

Mocko, Kathleen S.* 

Moore, Rita** 

Moser, Albert E. 

Nadler, Barry 

Nadler, Sue 

Naple, Susan L. 

Naple, William L. 

Nevulis, Robert 

Nickson, Kathleen 

Nicolella, Phyllis 

Noble, Robert T., Jr. 

Olin, Gail T.* 

Palmer, Frank 

Parisi, Daniel* 

Parker, Sylvia 

Parmenter, Marion 

Paton, Alice 

Pecora, Roberta A.* 

Penny, Sue 

Perrin, Arlene 

Petrillose, Peter* 

Phillips, Frances T. 

Phillips, Jhan 

Piekarski, Barbara 

Pierce, Daryl-Jean 

Pindar, Marguerite 

Piwinski, Janice* 

Polsinelli, Elaine 

Polsinelli, Karen 

Popkin, Robert L. 

Praus, Paul******* 

Proper, (Ruth) Ann 

Pritchard,Mary   

Provenzano, Anthony* 

Puccia, Barbara 

Pynadath, Rosy 

Rader, Carol A.** 

Rehder, Ann** 

Reid, Carol 

Reppenhagen, Barb  

Ricci, Judith***** 

Rickard, Susan I.* 

Ritzmann, Sharon 

Roddy, James** 

Rogerson, Royann 

Roginski, Henrietta* 

Rosasco, Fred 

Roser, Rene 

Roser, Susan 

Samek-Votjek, Geraldine 

Sammons, David 

Sammons, Linda 

Santa Maria, Gloria 

Sargalis, Anne 

Sasso, Marianne 

Schad, Judith Scrip* 

Schedbauer,Geraldine 

Schmitz, Barbara* 

Schultz, Bill** 

Schultz, Judy** 

  

 Listed below are the names of those who have made their annual $ 15 contribution to NYSUT Retiree Council 
12 for the 2012 – 2013 year. An asterisk by your name indicates that you have paid for a future year. Two asterisks 
mean you have paid for the 2013 – 2014 and 2014 – 2015 years. Our fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30. This list 
should be accurate through December 21, 2012. If you think I have made an error, please call me at 518-773-7180 or  
e-mail me at jmazz@nycap.rr.com.   
 Thanks for your continued support of RC 12. John J. Mazur, Treasurer 
 

 



Page 3 Schwartz, Valerie (Mrozinski) 

Schwarting, William* 

Seelow, Dorothy H. 

Shaylor, Claudia J. 

Shufelt, Barry G. 

Shults, Bob 

Shutts, Anna Marie 

Sinicropi, Carmen J.** 

Sleeper, Joyce E. 

Smith, Dorothy*** 

Smith, Jane 

Smith, Sandy 

Smrtic, Sharon 

Sollecito, Joanne 

Somers, Barbara 

Spofford, Paul 

Spring, Bernadine A. 

Stangel, Linda R. 

Steele, Edgar 

Stennett, Jean 

Stern, Roma 

Stilley, Lois 

Storey, Olivia 

Strathaus, Donald* 

Subramanian, T. A. 

Suhr, Frederick 

Swain, Judith R.  

Swarczewski, Deborah 

Swenson, Jean Amy 

Taylor, Randall 

Tecler, Allan 

Thompson, Virginia V. 

Tierney, Carolyn 

Towne, Marlene 

Towne, Stanley  

Travis, Patricia L.  

Tryon, Monica 

Turnbull, Patricia 

Valachovic, Patricia 

Valent, Joan 

Valent, Steve 

Van Buren, Patricia 

Van Steenburgh 

Vernon, Margaret 

Vincent-Hess, Frances* 

Vojtek, Sam 

Volk, Amaryllis M.*** 

Vrtial, Kate 

Walchko, Kimberly 

Walker, Patricia 

Walker, William 

Walton, Ellen K. 

Wargo, Art******* 

Washburn, Patricia 

Weaver, Joanne 

Weiner, Barbara 

Wemple, Margaret 

Wendel, Lillian A. 

Wheeler, Patricia A. 

White, Virginia* 

Wicks, Bonnie Dee* 

Wilary, Carol Beth 

Williams, Roy 

Wilson, Sharon* 

Wilson, Wendy 

Winn, Marcia R. 

Witkowski, Linda 

Wojcik-Hess, Karen 

Wojeski, Marie 

Wright, Patricia 

Wrightsman, Eileen 

Yost, Gert 

Yuille, Gail 

Yuille, Tom 

Yurkon, Linda M. 

Zeiser, Nancy 

Zilka, Linda 

Election for RC 12 Director 
An election for one RC 12 Board Director to serve through June 30, 2013, will be held during the morning business session at the 

March 13th General Meeting at Caverns Palace in Howes Cave.  Nominations may also be made from the floor.  
Kathlene A. Lyman has been nominated for the position.    She was a member of the Niskayuna Teachers Association who retired in 

2004. She served as NTA Vice President, NTA representative to the Board of Education meetings, building representative to the NTA,     
District Liaison Committee, Chairman and Co-Chairman of the Building Liaison Committee, and the Middle School Redesign Committee.  

She always knew that she wanted to be a teacher. Future Teachers of America was her home in junior high and high school.         
Niskayuna Middle Schools (Iroquois and Van Antwerp) were her home for thirty-four rewarding years. Since retirement, she returned as a 
substitute for seven years. Currently, she is involved with the RC 12  Social Committee and co-chairs the Niskayuna Teachers Association 
Retirees Steering Committee.      

Six Directors to be Elected at RC 12 Annual Meeting 
 
All 6 director positions are now open for the period of July 1, 2013 

to June 30, 2015. Members interested should contact Judy Schultz at   
mainemate@aol.com or 518 399-4957.  You will be asked to complete a         
questionnaire that will be published in the spring issue of The Outlook for 
the election at the May 30, 2013 general meeting. Again, nominations may 
be made from the floor. Please consider serving your colleagues. Your   
Election Committee is Judy Schultz, Chair, Jim Marquit and David 
Sammons. 

NYSUT   RC 12 Mid-Winter General Membership Luncheon Meeting 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013  

 
at Caverns Palace 2938 State Route 7, Howes Cave,   NY   ( 4 miles east of Cobleskill ) 

 

Ilana Raskind from Medicare Rights Center  
will make a presentation followed by question and answer period 

 
      AGENDA 
                    9:30-10:00 am          Registration,  Coffee and Tea 
                  10:00-11:00 am         General Membership Meeting 
                  11:10-Noon                Speaker(s)/ Program 
                  12:15-1:15                  Buffet Luncheon 
                                                                  
  Buffet --Chicken Marsala,  Beef Kabobs,  Salmon, Baked  Penne Marinara  and Roasted Red Potatoes, Salads,  Vegetable Blend,  

Strawberry Shortcake, Coffee and Tea      Cost per person $22.00           ( RC 12 will subsidize $2.00 per attendee. ) 
  
 
Please complete and mail to Margaret Dafeldecker, 368 Tinkley Hollow Rd. Warnerville, NY 12187 Phone: 518- 234-2086      
                                                                                                                                         
Name(s)______________________________________________________  Make checks payable to NYSUT RC 12  
  
Address______________________________________________________          Deadline - March 5, 2013  
                        
Phone #________________________e-mail___________________________ 

    
Contributions to victims of Superstorm Sandy will be collected.   Make checks payable to: NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund. 

 

Save the Dates  

 
Mar. 13, 2013    General Meeting & Luncheon  
   Caverns Palace in Howes Cave 
 
Mar. 4-5, 2013   Committee of 100  
 
May 16, 2013    NYSUT  RC 12 Regional  
               Conference  at the Glen Sanders               
  
May 30, 2013      Annual Meeting and Election    
                  at the Riverstone Manor  
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